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RMIT and SIHUB join hands to
boost innovation ecosystem

RMIT University Vietnam and the
Saigon Innovation Hub (SIHUB)
have signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) on cooper
ation in boosting the startup and
innovation ecosystem in HCMC and
neighboring areas.

Through the MOU, RMIT Vietnam
and SIHUB will co-host entrepre-
neurship and innovation-focused
national and regional events and
programs on a case-hy-case basis,
in addition to exchanging relevant
information, expertise and respec-
tive available resources.

Huynh Kim Tuoc, managing di-
rector of SIHUB, said educational
institutions play a crucial role in the
developmentofstartup and innova-
tion ecosystems in HCMC.

“Universities can contributetothis
development by designing a stan-
dard system of activities, including
providing training, building startup
and research spaces, and commer-
cializingresearch outcomes,” he said.

“However, it is a new concept to
many local universities, and might
not be fully developed in a short
period of time."

Tuoc said that through its great
potential, strengths, and staff and
students, RMIT Viemam can be arole
maodel for other local universities to
learn from.

“Based on the example of RMIT
Vietnam, we can show local institu-
tions how to provide entrepreneur
and innovation programs inauniver-
sity, how to organize entrepreneurial
activities within a university, how to

form an activator space or activity...
and especially howto commercialize
research outcomes,” he said.

RMITVietnam President Professor
Gael McDonald was thrilled by the
formal cooperation.

“Weseemanyopportunitieswhere
we can support and also learn from
SIHUB,” McDonald said of the pos-
sibilities of the collaboration.

She also discussed an entrepre-
neurshiproadmap for RMIT Vietnam
students, as well as the university’s
just-launched Activatorspace, where
they can nurture their enterprising
spirit and practices.

“We have created a physical pres
ence 'I.\']H'I't’h:\' 0T ‘-illll.ll'l'll.'% Can p_l‘[
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Managing director of SIHUB Huynh Kim Tuoc and RMIT Vlemam
President Professor Gael McDonald shake hands after signing the
MOU on cooperation in boosting HCMC and region’s startup and
innovation ecosystem

themselvesintoagrouporgetsupport
for ideas that they have," she said.

“We havealsodes eloped the Grad-
uate Certificate in Business Startups
which consists of four courses that
can be undertaken either through
intensive learning or over week-
ends, as agroupor individually, and
each one of those courses can be
cross-created backinto the Master of
Business Administration, Master of
Business Administration ( Executive)
or Masterof International Business.”

Through these and other initia
tives, Professor McDonald said, the
university is well-placed to enhance
Vietnam's entrepreneurial and inno-
vation ['L'{I\_\'N-lt'['ll.



